PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD
KNOX COUNTY, ILLINOIS

November 25, 2008

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS
COUNTY OF KNOX )

Proceedings of the regular meeting of the Knox @p&wmard held at the Knox
County Courthouse, Galesburg, lllinois on Noventigr2008 at 6:05 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman AR&krel and upon roll call the
following members reported present:

District 1 Caroline Porter

District 2 Greg Bacon

District 3 Tim Hasten

District 4 Lowell Mannhardt
District 5 Gerald “Jerry” Link
District 1 Allen Pickrel

District 2 Paul Stewart

District 3 Dale Parsons

District 4 George Knapp

District 5 Ricardo “Rick” Sandoval
District 1 Lyle Johnson

District 3 Janet Occhi

District 4 Wayne Saline

District 5 Stephen “Steve” Johnson

Those absent: District 2 William “Bill” Abel

Also present were Sheriff Dave Clague, TreasuddiiRDavis, and County Clerk
Scott Erickson.

Sheriff Dave Clague delivered the proclamationai@han Pickrel led the
Members in the pledge to the flag. David Schollhaf Galesburg Rescue Mission
delivered the invocation.

Chairman Pickrel asked for additions to the ageM&anmber Porter asked to bring
an update about the personnel handbook. ChairntinePadded that item at 7 A.
County Clerk Scott Erickson asked to bring a preéam regarding tax assignment.
Chairman Pickrel added that item at 7 B.

Chairman Pickrel asked for public comments. Bolbdfa Chairman of GREDA,
addressed the Board. GREDA is coming back to therdBto ask for continued funding.



In response to the Board’s direction, they havételdlaanother performance contract and
have made several significant changes. This cangdor one year and specifies that
three reports will be made available to each Bddedhber each quarter. Further
GREDA is agreeing to place a voting Board MembeG&REDA'’s executive committee
provided that this individual is a participatinghfiioning member of GREDA. Mr.
Fulton has discussed this arrangement with ther@iaai of the finance committee.
GREDA reserves the right to allow the Board to appanother Board Member if this
appointee does not participate. The Board will hswechances at this.

Motion was made by Member Parsons and second&teimber Steve Johnson to
approve the following items of the consent ageddlaninutes of the Regular and Closed
Board Meeting on October 29, 2008, 2) claims by Mera for per diem and mileage for
the Meeting of November 25, 2008 and other claionpér diem from Meetings, and 3)
sales tax and various taxes for the month of Aug068 in the amounts of $104,995.94
and $23,369.27 and public safety tax in the amotii86,884.47. Roll call vote is
recorded as follows: Ayes—Porter, Bacon, Hastemmardt, Link, Pickrel, Stewart,
Parsons, Knapp, Sandoval, Lyle Johnson, Occhin&adind Steve Johnson—(14).
Noes—(0). Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Occhi and seconded hyldée Lyle Johnson to
approve moving the December Board Meeting dateusday, December 23, 2008.
Voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes—(14). No€8)y—Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Occhi and seconded hylbée Parsons to
approve the wage re-opener for a three year cdritnathe highway department. Roll
call vote is recorded as follows: Ayes—Porter, Badgasten, Mannhardt, Link, Pickrel,
Stewart, Parsons, Knapp, Sandoval, Lyle JohnsochiO8aline, and Steve Johnson—
(14). Noes—(0). Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Occhi and seconded hylbée Hasten to approve
the union contract with the State’s Attorney’s ©#i Copies of this contract had been
presented to Board Members. Roll call vote is réedras follows: Ayes—Porter, Bacon,
Hasten, Mannhardt, Link, Pickrel, Stewart, Parsémapp, Sandoval, Lyle Johnson,
Occhi, Saline, and Steve Johnson—(14). Noes—(Ojidvicarried.

Motion was made by Member Steve Johnson and seddmgMember Hasten to
approve the resolution for use of the State’s AgrAppellate Prosecutor. Roll call vote
is recorded as follows: Ayes—Porter, Bacon, Hadtéamnhardt, Link, Pickrel, Stewart,
Parsons, Knapp, Sandoval, Lyle Johnson, Occhin&adind Steve Johnson—(14).
Noes—(0). Motion carried.

Member Porter brought an update regarding theopaed handbook. She
explained that during the transition of moving theédbook from a computer to a CD in
the State’s Attorney’s Office, and then to her cabep, strange things happened.
Headings disappeared. She has a lot of work tandb &ven though she will be leaving
the Board, she would like to have the Board’s pssion to complete this project, and



distribute this handbook. She anticipates thaillttake two or three weeks. Board
Members had no objections.

County Clerk Scott Erickson reported that thedabe had just been completed.
Afterwards the Knox County Trustee, who handlespiéueels that were not sold during
that sale, contacted the County. There is a taethwho is interested in purchasing the
taxes from a parcel that the trustee has. It imabprocedure for them to go ahead and
accept that. However, we do need to bring it befloeeBoard. This action will allow
three or fours parcels to come back to the tas.rdlhere will be a new tax buyer
handling these taxes for these property ownersl@®charge per parcel will be applied
for these fees. The Board Chairman was asked motlseggpaperwork.

Member Mannhardt questioned the location of tlpeseels. Chris Gray
responded that based on the parcel numbers, thresdl bbcated within the City of
Galesburg.

The Finance, Insurance, Treasurer, Judicial, datkCommittee report was
presented by Committee Chairman Wayne Saline. Repog included in the packets.

Motion was made by Member Saline and seconded daylibér Lyle Johnson to
approve the GREDA Service Agreement. Copies ofdgreement were included with
the packets.

Member Steve Johnson repeated his previous posktie will be voting against
this agreement, not because of GREDA. They have temg a fine job. However, their
funding should be cut in half to $15,000.

Member Porter reiterated her previous positioneWthings get rough, we need
to spend money to encourage economic developmennharketing. GREDA is worth
the $30,000.

Member Bacon stated that recently he had talké&btoFulton a couple of times.
Previously Member Bacon’s chief complaint had bgsencommunication problem
between GREDA and the County Board. Still, he desgarticularly like the contract.
However, since the previous Meeting communicatias $eemed to improve, as it does
every year at this time when they want their mofidyey have made some changes and
seem to be looking at the big picture. GREDA presithese services for $30,000 and he
doubts that the Board could obtain these servimethfs price anywhere else. He agrees
with Member Porter that we are in a down econoime1 This is not the time to get out
of the GREDA contract.

Member Sandoval commented that he is not hapgy@REDA. He agrees with
Member Steve Johnson’s suggestion to offer themhaifeof their previous funding
amount. It is better than nothing.

Member Saline reported that the finance commitgete on this agreement was
5-2 in favor of approval. It is a big step forwdhét a Board Member will be allowed to
sit on the executive committee. Therefore, morermftion will be provided. This is a
big step forward.

Member Link expressed his concerns with the $3Dd&ount.

Chairman Pickrel stated that he, Member Salind,Mdember Bacon met with
Bob Fulton and others from GREDA. During the fineamommittee meeting, Mr. Fulton



handed out information that the Board had nevemn be#ore. Mr. Fulton assured the
Board that they will be seeing this type of infotioa again. They are trying to improve
the communication.

Member Steve Johnson complimented GREDA on thestthat they are
currently taking on their reorganizational struetut is long overdue. He thinks that they
are headed in the right direction but the Countgiaeeds to wait another year before
they renew the funding at the previous level.

Member Porter repeated that we need to do outt@ariprove communication.

In the past we have not actively sought informatrom them. At one time Member
Occhi was very actively involved. That is what neéalbe done.

Member Stewart addressed the members from GRERAES conflicting
opinions about this. GREDA has a lot of good thimgplace. On the other hand, he feels
that he is responsible to the public. He is conegithat the reorganizational efforts will
be insufficient for the future. He was not in Ghlesy when so many manufacturing jobs
left the community. Unless things change at therfaldevel to lessen the incentives to
move these jobs overseas, many other communitiebewlealing with the same
problems. One of his primary concerns is all thygstto China. We should not go down
that path. He would support Member Steve Johnsee@mmendation to decrease
GREDA's funding level to $15,000. Therefore, helw#é voting against this agreement.

Member Occhi stated that GREDA does go to varaiher places including New
York and Missouri to encourage businesses to reddoahis area.

Member Stewart responded that GREDA should consioi@e refocus.

Member Hasten stated that he had changed his anithadvould be voting for this
agreement because of what Bob Fulton producedgithiafinance committee meeting.
Communication is improving. He suggests that tharBaive it one year and see how it
goes. By putting a Board Member on GREDA'’s exe@bward, there should be better
communication.

Member Parsons stated that in the past he hadsisugported GREDA. Yet this
time he has heard so many complaints. HowevereSBREDA has reorganized and
brought to the Board a revised service contrad,time for the County to work together
with GREDA to market the County. He will be votitgapprove this service agreement.

Chairman Pickrel read aloud a prepared staternemt Member Abel who could
not attend this Meeting. Copies of this letter wemelosed in the packets. Member Abel
understands that he cannot vote in absentia bueddhe record to show that he is still
opposed to approving this agreement.

Roll call vote to approve the one year GREDA SmarAgreement is recorded as
follows: Ayes—Porter, Bacon, Hasten, Link, Pickfegrsons, Knapp, Lyle Johnson,
Occhi, and Saline—(10). Noes—Mannhardt, Steward8aal, and Steve Johnson—(4).
Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Saline and seconded d&yibér Parsons to
approve the contract renewal with Devnet. Membdéin€&xplained that this five year
contract is for the property tax software, licems@jntenance, and support of this system.
There will be a 5% total increase over the fivergeaA one year contract would have
been a 5% increase per year. The fee is $45,5p@i0@ear. The contract does include a
90 day out clause. Roll call vote is recorded dsvis: Ayes—Porter, Bacon, Hasten,



Mannhardt, Link, Pickrel, Stewart, Parsons, Kngpgmdoval, Lyle Johnson, Occhi,
Saline, and Steve Johnson—(14). Noes—(0). Motiorezh

Motion was made by Member Saline and secondeddylbér Occhi to approve
the resolution for an early retirement incentivegsgam. Member Saline explained that
there is an explanation in the packet. This was discussed during the finance
committee meeting. In the long run, this progranuldsave the County some money.
This early retirement incentive program would bedmavailable to eligible employees,
but not all of those would accept an early buy aaithis time he does not know how
many employees would be interested. Treasurer Roaiis stated that to be eligible for
this program, employees must be over 50 yearsehagd worked for the County over 20
years. Roll call vote is recorded as follows: AydRe+ter, Bacon, Hasten, Mannhardt,
Link, Pickrel, Stewart, Parsons, Knapp, Sandovgle Uohnson, Occhi, Saline, and Steve
Johnson—(14). Noes—(0). Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Saline and secondeddylbér Occhi to approve
the three year IT agreement with Andy Rowe in tilary amount of $28,000. A copy of
this agreement is included in the packets. Rollwa#k is recorded as follows: Ayes—
Porter, Bacon, Hasten, Mannhardt, Link, Pickredw&trt, Parsons, Knapp, Sandoval,
Lyle Johnson, Occhi, Saline, and Steve Johnson—{a&gs—(0). Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Saline and seconded dyibér Occhi to approve
the County Budget for fiscal year 2008-2009 (wékisions as presented). Member
Saline explained that there have been revisiorte dire last Board Meeting. Included is
a line item for the IT position and the necessapyigment.

Member Stewart stated that he would be votingresjdhis budget as he has done
previously because this budget does not contaimedtem for a county administrator.

We need a full time administrator to oversee Cowpigrations and implement cost
saving measures. Roll call vote is recorded aswi@dl Ayes—Porter, Bacon, Hasten,
Mannhardt, Link, Pickrel, Parsons, Knapp, Sanddwdk Johnson, Occhi, Saline, and
Steve Johnson—(13). Noes—Stewart—(1). Motion cdrrie

Ad Hoc Building Committee Chairman Steve Johndated that the committee
had nothing new to report.

The Sheriff, Jail, Courthouse, Animal Control, M&avis Home, and Annex
Committee report was presented by Committee Chairgtave Johnson. The monthly
reports and committee minutes are included in dokets.

Motion was made by Member Steve Johnson and seddmgMember Hasten to
approve the transfer of funds from the landfilthe Mary Davis Home bond account to
pay the Mary Davis Home debt. Member Steve Johegptained that this is a yearly
procedure. The Mary Davis Home has to reimbursedabt by December 1. Roll call
vote is recorded as follows: Ayes—Porter, Bacorstela, Mannhardt, Link, Pickrel,
Stewart, Parsons, Knapp, Sandoval, Lyle JohnsochiO8aline, and Steve Johnson—
(14). Noes—(0). Motion carried.



Motion was made by Member Steve Johnson and seddmglMember Parsons to
approve the resolution allowing the Mary Davis Haim&orrow money from the
landfill. Member Steve Johnson explained that ihisecessary due to the State’s lack of
reimbursement to the Mary Davis Home. This is alsearly procedure. Roll call vote is
recorded as follows: Ayes—Porter, Bacon, Hastemmardt, Link, Pickrel, Stewart,
Parsons, Knapp, Sandoval, Lyle Johnson, Occhin&adind Steve Johnson—(14).
Noes—(0). Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Steve Johnson and seddmgMember Stewart to
approve the bid for painting the State’s Attorne®Tice. Member Steve Johnson
explained that bid came back in the amount of $2(® This bid is under the $5,000.00
limit and really does not have to come to the @dlunty Board. However, this bid
arrived after the committee meeting. This workdsesluled to be done December 6. Roll
call vote is recorded as follows: Ayes—Porter, Badgasten, Mannhardt, Link, Pickrel,
Stewart, Parsons, Knapp, Sandoval, Lyle JohnsochiO8aline, and Steve Johnson—
(14). Noes—(0). Motion carried.

The Highway, Assessor, Zoning, GIS, and Recoraeni@ittee report was
presented by Committee Chairman Jerry Link. Thethigmeports and committee
minutes are included in the packets.

Motion was made by Member Link and seconded by bamRorter to approve
the low bid from Office Specialists in the amouh$6,102.60 for a Sharp digital
copier/scanner for the Assessor’s Office. This exitere will come out of this year’s
budget. Roll call vote is recorded as follows: Ayd3orter, Bacon, Hasten, Mannhardt,
Link, Pickrel, Stewart, Parsons, Knapp, Sandovgle Johnson, Occhi, Saline, and Steve
Johnson—(14). Noes—(0). Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Link and seconded by bemBacon to approve
the resolution establishing the County Engineealary and including a 1% increase.
This is a routine housekeeping measure that ignemjto be done every year. Roll call
vote is recorded as follows: Ayes—Porter, Bacorstela, Mannhardt, Link, Pickrel,
Stewart, Parsons, Knapp, Sandoval, Lyle JohnsochiQand Steve Johnson—(13).
Noes—Saline—(1). Motion carried.

Retiring Member Jerry Link commented that this haen an outstanding
committee to work with. He expressed his appremmator all of the support that they
have given to him.

The Landfill Committee report was presented by @uitee Chairman Lowell
Mannhardt. The Committee minutes and landfill réoe included in the packets.

Motion was made by Member Mannhardt and secongidddmber Stewart to
approve to bid and bring back for a new well atltéralfill. Member Mannhardt
explained that the existing well produces 1.25ayeIper minute. It does not produce



enough water to operate their pressure washer Vvdllswill be located closer to the new
scale house. Voice vote is recorded as follows:sAy€l4). Noes—(0). Motion carried.

The Nursing Home Committee report was presenteddigmittee Chairman
Lowell Mannhardt. The Committee minutes and Nursitagne report are included in the
packets.

Motion was made by Member Occhi and seconded hylbée Parsons to
approve the opening of the budget for line itenuaiipents. Roll call vote is recorded as
follows: Ayes—Porter, Bacon, Hasten, Mannhardtkl.iRickrel, Stewart, Parsons,
Knapp, Sandoval, Lyle Johnson, Occhi, and Saline&}-(loes—Steve Johnson—(1).
Motion carried.

Motion was made by Member Occhi and seconded hylbée Saline to approve
specific line item adjustments in the budget. Sipesiformation has been provided to
the Members. Roll call vote is recorded as followges—Porter, Bacon, Hasten,
Mannhardt, Link, Pickrel, Stewart, Parsons, Kngpgmdoval, Lyle Johnson, Occhi,
Saline, and Steve Johnson—(14). Noes—(0). Motiorezh

Motion was made by Member Lyle Johnson and seabbgieMember Occhi to
approve claims against Knox County, lllinois, foetperiod of October 30, 2008 —
November 25, 2008 (ordering that invoices be astkphd approved and that the County
Clerk and County Treasurer be authorized and dicetti issue warrants in payment of
the bills.) Roll call vote is recorded as followtsyes—Porter, Hasten, Mannhardt, Link,
Pickrel, Stewart, Parsons, Knapp, Lyle JohnsonhQ&aline, and Steve Johnson—(12).
Noes—(0). Pass—Bacon and Sandoval—(2). Motionerri

Chairman Pickrel recognized retiring Board Meml@asoline Porter, Jerry Link,
Tim Hasten, and resigning Board Member Steve Jahnso

Chairman Pickrel commented that Tim Hasten, Qis8j had done a wonderful
job.

Chairman Pickrel commented that Caroline Portéstridt 1, has endured much
during the last two years. She has continued ha&tagbn and is teaching at Monmouth
College. She recently lost a loved one and st#l $erved the County. He personally has
much admiration for her. Her efforts have been eppted.

Chairman Pickrel commented that Steve JohnsoiiS, has announced that
he will soon be moving from his district and isigesng. He will be missed. He has
served as Chairman of the Ad Hoc Building Commijteeel Chairman of the Jail, Sheriff
Committee.

Chairman Pickrel commented that he has much regpegerry Link, District 5.
He has done a great job and always been a gentlétiar these individuals will be
missed. Each Member was presented with a plaqueneomorating their service to Knox
County’s Board.

STATEMENTS OF GENERAL CONCERN



Member Porter expressed her thanks for this ratognShe also thanked Allen
Pickrel for his chairmanship. He has done a gobdhjud it has been a rough couple of
years.

Member Bacon commented in regards to a coupleinf$. Regarding GREDA,
he has changed his mind. Communication has imprd¥epefully, GREDA will not
disappoint him now. We need to work together tgokibe communication going. To
those who are leaving the Board, they have bedeasyre to work with. Each one of
them has touched him in a different way. They anealth of knowledge and will be
missed.

Member Hasten expressed his thanks to the Boattiéo assistance. He has
learned much and this has been a real experience.

Member Mannhardt had no comments at this time.

Member Link shared both comments and concernfiddeserved on this Board
for ten years. When he first came to the Boardydtktwo goals. One was to downsize
the Board and the other was to find a County Adstiiator. Both goals were met. The
Board has been downsized from 25 Members to 15 Mesrdnd that is much better.
Although there was a County Administrator, that aad work out too well. He remains
very interested in County government and will coné to be in touch with some of the
Board Members. He does have some concerns abotuittine of the Courthouse and
how the County is going to pay for it. The Boardl Wwe facing big challenges. Another
concern is the committee system. If the Board ydadlieves in the committee system,
they should accept the committees’ recommendations.

Chairman Pickrel commented that this is his lasétimg as County Board
Chairman. Although he has been through a lot wieléas served as Chairman, the most
rewarding thing was putting medals around the netkise veterans at the Knox County
Nursing Home on Veteran's Day. That was most tauglind most rewarding. He
expressed his gratefulness to be able to sharspkatal occasion. He thanked his wife
and daughter for sharing him for the last two yeAfter tonight he is out of the limelight
and things should settle down.

Member Stewart commented that he would like tofardwell to the departing
Board Members. The Board will certainly miss thesiperience and their wisdom.

Member Parsons thanked the departing Members @heavthem good luck in
the future. From time to time Board Members haaaésl on each other. He may phone
them once in awhile and surprise them.

Member Knapp commented that these four Board Mesrdoed their collective
years of experience certainly will be missed. Henikted them for all of their help.

Member Sandoval shared a quote from Teddy Rodsaveélcompared the
departing Board Members to those in an arena wherekthemselves for a worthy
cause.

Member Lyle Johnson thanked the four retiring Memsbln the last two years,
he has learned a lot from working with them. Hd walrry on some of their lessons. He
is proud of this Board for making the decision emtinue to fund GREDA in the same
amount. He is looking forward to next year. He wwmiilss sitting next to Steve Johnson.
No longer will there be “Johnson and Johnson.”



Member Occhi thanked those that are leaving. Wi#yot be forgotten as they
have left their mark on the County Board and arkeavee to return. She is sure that they
will come back and offer advice.

Member Saline reiterated the comments of otherdbiembers. While
departing Board Members will be missed, he teadsatJerry Link would still attend the
Meeting when the 4-H clubs present their cookiethéoBoard Members.

Member Steve Johnson thanked the members of thedmmittees, the Jail and
Sheriff's Committee, and the Ad Hoc Building Comimé that he chaired. These are
people who have done an outstanding job, and leally worked hard. He would also
like to thank everyone for the experience gainekdisrmany years on this Board. The
challenge for the new Board will be to make toughisions which are ahead. Such
decisions may be contrary to their personal befiefause their constituents may have
chosen the opposite side. He challenged them te thevfortitude to stand up and vote
for the individuals that they represent. He alsalleimged them to work together as a
group. To avoid hard feelings, both Republicans @ethocrats are going to have to
work together to get anything done and accomphshcommon good for the citizens of
Knox County.

County Clerk Scott Erickson also addressed thedBd#e thanked the retiring
Board Members for their dedication and years ofiser It has been a pleasure working
with them, as well as working with Allen Pickrel s capacity as Board Chairman. Mr.
Erickson looks forward to working the new Board.

The next regular Meeting will be held on Tuesdagcember 23, 2008, 6:00 p.m.,
at the Knox County Courthouse, Galesburg, lllinois.

Motion was made by Member Stewart and secondedédwber Hasten to
adjourn. Voice vote is recorded as follows: Ayes4}(INoes—(0). Meeting adjourned at
7:02 p.m.



PUBLIC HEARING
TRUTH IN TAXATION
KNOX COUNTY, ILLINOIS

November 25, 2008

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS
COUNTY OF KNOX )

Proceedings of the Public Hearing for Truth in Tieotaheld at the Knox County
Courthouse, Galesburg, Illinois on November 25,82805:35 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman AR&krel and the following
members were recorded as present:

District 2 Greg Bacon
District 3 Tim Hasten
District 4 Lowell Mannhardt
District 5 Gerald “Jerry” Link
District 1 Allen Pickrel
District 2 Paul Stewart
District 3 Dale Parsons
District 4 George Knapp
District 1 Lyle Johnson
District 3 Janet Occhi
District 4 Wayne Saline
District 5 Stephen “Steve” Johnson

Those absent: District 1 Caroline Porter
District 5 Ricardo “Rick” Sandoval
District 2 William “Bill” Abel

Also present were Treasurer Robin Davis, and GoGterk Scott Erickson.

Chairman Pickrel asked for any public comment®put in regards to the truth
in taxation.

Treasurer Robin Davis reported that the EAV iseeted to be $655 million
compared to $637 million last year. Since thisighbr than a 5% increase in expected
revenue, it is required by law to have a truthaixation hearing. Recently the tax sale
was held.

A tape recording of this meeting is on file in D#ice of the Knox County Clerk.
Meeting adjourned at 5:39 p.m.
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