PROCEEDINGS OF THE COUNTY BOARD
KNOX COUNTY, ILLINOIS

Special Meeting
October 12, 2009

STATE OF ILLINOIS )
) SS
COUNTY OF KNOX )

Proceedings of the Special meeting of the Knox @oBioard held at the Knox
County Courthouse, Galesburg, lllinois on Octoldgr2009 at 6:00 p.m.

The meeting was called to order by Chairman GragpB and upon roll call the
following members reported present:

District 1 Allen Pickrel

District 2 Greg “Chops” Bacon
District 3 Barbara Foster
District 4 Lowell Mannhardt
District 5 Jeff Jefferson
District 1 Cheryl Nache
District 2 Paul Stewart

District 3 Tim Hasten

District 4 George Knapp
District 5 Ricardo “Rick” Sandoval
District 1 Lyle Johnson
District 2 William Abel

District 3 Jan Occhi

District 4 Wayne Saline
District 5 David Serven

Also present were Sheriff Dave Clague, County AsseChris Gray, and County
Clerk Scott Erickson.

Chairman Bacon led the Members in the pledgeddidy.

Chairman Bacon started the meeting with a statearahwill allow the rest of
the Board a chance to comment as well prior to imgethe floor for questions.
Chairman Bacon stated that the lllinois State $atand Public Acts involved with the
Building Codes specifically exempt buildings forriagltural purposes and zoned for
agricultural use. We only ask that they get a pestmo charge for taxing purposes
only. The Codes that we are discussing only apptir¢ unincorporated areas of the
County and not any Municipality. The County hasals had permit requirements, but
now they are going to get an inspection of the vawkvell. The fees for the Plumbing
and Electrical inspections will go directly to tieosspectors. We are not looking to



increase taxes to pay for this program. With thealper of building permits issued, the
fees generated should pay for the salary of thé&dBgj Inspector. People can still do
their own work on their homes and the County islooking to infringe on any personal
rights. If a person gets to a point where theytaamplete the project, then they are
going to ask for help or hire a professional tald®work. The statement by Member
Mannhardt that you will have to get a permit torwd@a light bulb or a faucet in your
own home is not correct. Itis all in how you et the Codes.

The City of Galesburg has a Code Review Boardhbhds with the interpretation
of City Codes, and they have offered to help thar@pstart the process. If a citizen has
a problem with a Code, they will go to this ReviBoard for clarification. The Review
Board will either grant an exemption or say theystrfallow the Code. This whole
process will take a long time to complete. Manyhafse Codes may need to be modified
or removed as they are not applicable in our sdnatWe need to take baby steps to get
the process moving forward. The City of Galesthag been doing this for 40 years, and
it took us 3 hours to get through the first 6 pagége would like to see the Codes
enforced in May or June of 2010. This will allometBuilding Inspector to go through
the Codes and modify them to what we need. Thed@ites are very strict so that is
why we did not jump in with their codes. We wibitrbe sitting out at Lowe’s looking
for purchases that may need a permit for inspection

This is not a Union thing it is a safety thing.h&n you hire somebody to do work
for you, you should be able to expect them to gime what you want. At least 95% of
the local contractors are good guys, and it's themn5% of contractors that we want to
catch with the inspections. These codes will aj@mur next home buyer to know they
got a quality home. We are not here to take adwpmnof anyone. This has gotten way
out of hand and will not be another way to raise$a

Member Pickrel stated that it is concerning to kgt future Board Chairman,
Assessors, or County Boards may not think the saayeas the current Board does. If
they would choose to enforce the Codes as thewtten how can we control that? He
asked how many permits have been issued in thgdast Chris Gray responded maybe
400. Member Pickrel then stated that he did noikkwhat they intended to pay the
Building Inspector, but it would take 700 permisaay for a $35,000 salary without
benefit costs. The County is going to lose momethis deal. He also stated that the
tentative job description calls for the inspectohave 3 to 5 years of experience. The
index to the Code books state that a qualifieddsug Inspector should have at least 10
years of experience with 5 of those being superyiséle also stated that in the City of
Galesburg if you change out your own water heatdrpat the old one on the curb, you
had better be ready to receive a knock on your ttbeee your permit as they check on
these things.

He also state dthat he has not read all of th&$with the Codes in them. He
understands that most of this deals with new caostn and not the small everyday
things. But, this whole process has not been thibogt properly. We need to spend
some time and make it our own and not follow tHesernational Codes. We can't pay
for this without raising the permit fees. And ndigavith 10 years of experience is going
to work for the small salary that we plan to gikerh. He received a call today form an
attorney who told him that if the County does noghinore at this point we are still



covered. If you sell a house with bad wiring, @mdes are going to cover you because
you did the wiring wrong. In Appendix | of the Geglon glazing of windows it states
that you have to glaze your window a certain wagsto withstand wind damage. This
needs to be refined. Go ahead and put this irefdtaonew construction, but we need to
do our own thing and not hire an inspector withgpecifications we have now. We
should adopt our own that is what we want. Whg liv fear of the future and why lose
money at this point in time.

Member Mannhardt stated that he has studied tiralphg code and residential
code and what is excluded form requiring a perAitome owner can clean a stopped
drain, repair leaks and vales provided that theynat replaced. You can clean but you
can not replace (at least without a permit for @wdjn). It is still his opinion that you
can not change a light bulb without a permit. Yan repair the lamp that is broken but
not change a receptacle. We can still protechtimee owner by requiring builders to do
the right thing without code enforcement. A persgi wants to buy a used home can
hire a building inspector on their own to check thair potential purchase or own work
if they choose.

Member Abel stated that this is Democracy in actidVe need to re-evaluate
these ideas and actions and listen to the publlaahaccordingly. We want people to
live and build here. It seems we reward the rennoglef run down homes with raised
taxes on the improvements. He understands thediety issues with old wiring in
homes. We don’t have to make things complex antimose money in working with the
un-licensed people to make them follow the cod®® need to have some statistics on
fires including problems removed with building péisn We need to be able to provide a
reason to have codes and show they are the onlyutayf this situation. People need to
hire a responsible person to their work. We showoldbe licensing workers or just
suddenly making tem go out and get a permit thAtjugt cost more money. We need to
find a solution. One option may be to have evemgrised contractor register with the
County and be placed on a master list. Citizenddcinen chose a contractor from the
registered list or get an outside person to dabek. The outside person could then
come and register with the County to be placedherlist. We need to have a component
for fines for the people doing wrong, not the otied are complaint. We need to re-
think this option.

Member Occhi she did not plan on talking tonidhit we have gone back into
scare tactics. These codes are good and willgrelgct customers from shoddy work.
She knows the compliance officer at Oak Run ancktlsea lot of work being done
incorrect out there. One had their sewer hookgalthreir plumbing system. People hire
contractors that do what they are not supposed.tolthere was a person who built their
whole home with treated wood and could not livé imecause of the toxic fumes from
the wood. People can still do their own work amst have the building inspector tell
them if it done right.

No other Board Members requested to speak, sar@aaiBacon opened the
floor for public comment.



Ben DeRose said there are a lot of issues tortitghts a certified journeyman
carpenter for 43 years and has served the las¢@@ yn the Building Code Committee.
He has dealt with both sides of this issue. Tisat for the Unions, Trades, or
municipalities but is for safety. The idea is tmtinue the type of codes that the city has
ot in the County. Itis an idea of continuity. €8e codes are like instruction manuals.
When the City of Galesburg started with buildingles, they started just like the County.
They adopted a set of codes and then through exiear have checked and changed the
code to what it is today. The plumbing code hasaohe State if Illinois Plumbing code
since the State has mandated it. With the insi@atiaf a water heater, you will want to
have it inspected so that it is properly vented thiad the potable water is safe to drink.

Tim McClay said the codes would stop him from d@plms own work. What it
will do is force him to stop buying items in towhle has heard the codes will be like the
ones in Galesburg. He does not want to be follol@de like an outlaw for buying
items for home improvements. This is a frivoloas land the County should stay out of
his life.

John Henbest asked about the $50 fee and if & gothe inspector along with
their salary. Chairman Bacon said that the feelevba used to offset the salary. Mr.
Henbest said things are all mixed up. Why are éasnexempt just because the State
says so. Farmers have a greater risk of wateaponation. He also wants to know how
many fires, water illnesses, and other issues bawerred in the County to lead to these
codes. What about the saying of “Buyer Beware'®ali®rs have home warranty
programs to protect buyers. He is also concerbedtaVaste Management turning in
people who put water heaters to see if they havaipge Only 3 Board Members spoke
tonight, ad we need to hear what the Board is thqhkr questions that they have. This
is starting to look like the 11,000 page Fedenaklghat nobody reads but gets approved
because it sounds good.

Ernie Weddel is concerned that the Board needsutdy this issue more and
come back and tell the citizens what they findand why.

Sharon Cameron is concerned that the City ins@ectlings get done and if the
County is going to do the same thing. Most of ¢hissues are for new homes.

Brad Davis concurs with the requests to reconsier do not need more laws to
try and keep Americans in line.

Brian Sorenberger said that the money will coroenfthe permit fees. We can’t
afford to have the inspector paid with just therfeeenue. He is also concerned that the
10 year veteran inspector will not work for $35,@0@ will cost the County more
money.

Curt Cramer stated he is adamantly opposed te theitding codes. He has lived
in Galesburg for years and is a retired Galesbotg® Officer. The City codes and



ordinances have gown over the years. Now you oaeven park your own car in your
own front yard to wax it. It may not happen witlstBoard but these codes will cause
taxes to be raised. He loves Galesburg but hlagesrtiinances. He moved out of town
because of the ordinances. He hopes that the Balmbt vote in a partisan manner.
Please do what is best for the County.

Jim Thompson stated he is retired and lives areadfincome. He stated that this
is just another tax. The building inspector sglaghicle, and assistants will just be
another infringement on our rights.

Dave Schalof stated that there does not seem agobeblem with Codes in the
County. He does not want the Government to try@otect us from ourselves. He also
thinks it will just bring another level of Bureaacy to government.

Randy Bryan said this is not a Union issue. Hesdamow many good Union and
non- union contractors who do good work. Brent®&tds a great electrician and other
non-union contractors do quality work. Quality was what we all want in the end.

Jon Vanier has had a house built in Knox Countg lbycal contractor and it was
not built to code. He spent $250,000.00 and théwdt even pour concrete in the
footings. The County needs code in order to ptatgizens from greedy contractors.
Most are good, but some are not. The codes wilfexuire a permit for a faucet or light
bulb. State inspectors will do the plumbing indfmets for the plumbing codes.

Mr. Yeutson stated that this is a District 4 andshue, yet Districts 1, 2, and 3 get
to decide on it as well. The Board should suppdrdt the Members of Districts 4 and 5
think and vote the same way.

Member Pickrel stated again that if you live iwtoand put a water heater on
your curb that you will be contacted by the City@u do not have a permit. Jon Vanier
stated that the City has not do that type of tliargrears. Member Pickrel responded
that they have asked to see permits and that seo@ehave even received things in the
mail regarding this.

Motion by Member Occhi, second by Member Hastemlace the Knox County
Building Codes on display for 30 days prior to finpproval. Member Pickrel asked for
a point of order as this issue had already beeroapd by the Board last month.
Chairman Bacon said that the previous Resoluti@nforce the codes should have been
preceded by the placing of the Codes on reviewmbts Pickrel asked if we needed to
rescind that previous Resolution. Chairman Baesponded that this new Resolution
will not be official until the November Board mesgiand will have an effective date of
April of next year. Member Pickrel added that Resolution is in place and legally it
can not be in place. Clerk Erickson stated thabimversations with the State’s
Attorney’s office, the previous Resolution was walid and therefore not enforceable as
approved. Itis like vacating an order and we wdwve to start from scratch again.
Member Mannhardt asked if we have to suspend lee i order to vote on this issue



since it did not come out of a Committee. ChairrBacon stated that the Committee did
approve this in April. Member Mannhardt stated that only does it have to be on
display for 30 days but we have to have 3 copiasafailable. Since we don’t have 3
copies, we can not proceed. Chairman Bacon sthéédve could order another copy of
the codes and have the 30 day display window wfaeh they arrived. The 30 days
would then start on October 16.

Member Saline stated that it is duty of Board Memsko listen and consider the
facts. He has received letters and calls on $isisd. He stated that Mr. DeRose, once
certified, would have to follow the codes and rudgen if they were not in place
formally in the County. The Building Inspector gam will raise taxes slightly as a
portion of the levy amount for the County will hateege used for retirement costs. This
position will actually cost around $50,000 to $%H@lus the set up of the office.

Memebr Sandoval stated that no matter how a Menttes, the codes still need
to be on display for the public to review.

Member Johnson stated that similar codes aredlre@ing used in the City and
the County approval would level the playing fieM/e need to have a code that
everybody can follow.

Member Occhi said that 2 people in the audiendaytdave ahd problems with
contractors and have no place to go to get helge State’s Attorney will not prosecute
the contractors so these people and others witirmoato be taken advantage of.

Chairman Bacon stated that the Residential Collefoa a minimum
requirement for stability, light conservation, asafety for life to avoid hazards. We he
was growing up, he grew up on a farm and helpdttsef with work. If the shed they
built fell down, it was their own fault becauseyhtid not follow any codes. But, when
you build a new house, you expect to get what yaxetpaid for. When you buy a
television at a store you expect it to work. Ybwowld be able to expect that the
contractor that you hire will not build your houseong, but you have no way to be sure
without codes. This way we are looking out for you

Member Jefferson said that the majority of thésatlat have been from his area
and are asking him if he knew what he was votedrahhe had read the books. He did
not think this was such a controversial issue. yTdre a number of people who think this
is not necessary, but there are other sides todbalso. He is grateful for the public
input.

Member Hasten said when a contractor builds a heomdethe owners move in
and find problems they should go back to the catdra If the contractor is gone or out
of business, where do they turn for help? Theeesafety need.



Member Stewart added that since the City has cbdesnportant that the
County have them as well. People need protectiamat inferior work. The intent is to
protect the property before the damage is done.

Roll call vote on the motion to place the Buildi@gdes on display for 30 days
after the &' set of books arrives was as follows: Ayes — Ba€aster, Jefferson, Nache,
Stewart, Hasten, Sandoval, Johnson, Abel, OcchiSamven — (11). Noes — Pickrel,
Mannhardt, Knapp, and Saline — (4). Motion carries

Motion by Member Occhi, second by member Abehdurn the Special
meeting of the Knox County Board. Voice vote dkfes: Ayes — (15). Noes — (0).
Motion carries and meeting adjourned at 7:10 pm.



